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Smart Ideas for Your Student’s Learning Environment
By Michele Duffy
“The secret to getting ahead is getting started.” — Mark Twain

As the promise of a new school year begins it’s a 
timely exercise to review and perhaps redesign 

for success our student’s study area and improve their 
ability to concentrate on their school work. Feng Shui 
can help.
 Let’s start with a review of the self-knowledge and 
cultivation (skills and wisdom) Bagua area of the Ba-
gua map.
 SELF KNOWLEDGE and WISDOM 
 The location on the Feng Shui map for self-knowl-
edge and wisdom is along the front door wall to the 
left corner. Remember to keep in mind that each Ba-
gua area occupies a third of the total floorplan layout, 
not just the corner area.
 As the new school year approaches we can help set 
up a student’s study area to be more peaceful, powerful 
and successful for them with easy and fun Feng Shui 
adjustments. Children may not always have a choice 
of where they sit in a classroom and most classrooms 
may not be arranged with positive Feng Shui align-
ment. But at home we can improve their ability to fo-
cus, concentrate and retain what they study. 
 First begin with a review your child’s home study 
area and ask yourself if it worked well in the last school 
year. If not, it may first be a good idea to consider, if 
possible, changing the study location in your home 
altogether. If you have limited space and the dining 
or kitchen table remains the only spot in your home, 

don’t fret as there are still many Feng Shui enhance-
ments that will help a student succeed in studying. 
For example, make sure the student sits at the end of 
the table that is rarely used for eating so they can leave 
their work undisturbed and create more permanency. 
 Students should sit ideally with their backs to a 
solid wall facing the entrance to the room (The Com-
manding Position), so they are “in command” and feel 
more powerful about the work they must complete. 
 Next, it is extremely important to keep all study 
areas free of clutter, so invest in storage options that 
tidy the study room. Also check the lighting and use 
stylish floor lamps if necessary to create lots of bright 
light to illuminate their work.
 If it is possible, based on your home’s layout, to 
place a student's study area in the self-knowledge and 
wisdom area of the Feng Shui Bagua (the entry wall 
to left) of your home, this the most powerful area for 
them to study and work on their schoolwork. This also 
holds true for the possible placement for your home 
office as well. 
 If you cannot place a student’s study area in the 
self-knowledge and wisdom area of your home — say 
if it is your attached garage or a closet — do not wor-
ry as other areas can also work well with individually 
created Feng Shui enhancements. The most important 
task in any room a student uses to study is declutter-
ing the area where they study as much as possible, to  

create calm and reduce the overall chaotic energy cut-
ter creates, so make sure to consistently tidy this area.
 If a student studies in their room or another room 

in the home, placing the desk, also in the knowledge 
and wisdom area (entry door wall) of that room, if 
possible, is highly recommended. Next, placing the 
child’s desk also in the Commanding Position is the 
single most important feature of any study environ-
ment. Having a solid wall behind the student while 
they study gives them the physical support of the 
Mountain behind them, and allows them to be in com-
mand of their work.
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